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DOCUMENT 1: THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IN THE CONSTITUTION 2 

Article II 3 

Section 1 4 

Clause 2 5 
Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of 6 
Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may 7 
be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of 8 
Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 9 
 10 
Clause 3 11 
The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of 12 
whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they 13 
shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List 14 
they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United 15 
States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the 16 
Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes 17 
shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the 18 
President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if 19 
there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then 20 
the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; 21 
and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in 22 
like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by 23 
States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall 24 
consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the 25 
States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the 26 
Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if 27 
there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by 28 
Ballot the Vice President. 29 

Clause 4  30 
The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they 31 
shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.  32 

DOCUMENT 2: Federalist No. 68 33 

To the People of the State of New York: 34 

THE mode of appointment of the Chief Magistrate of the United States is almost the only part 35 
of the system, of any consequence, which has escaped without severe censure, or which has 36 
received the slightest mark of approbation from its opponents. The most plausible of these, 37 
who has appeared in print, has even deigned to admit that the election of the President is 38 
pretty well guarded. I venture somewhat further, and hesitate not to affirm, that if the 39 
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manner of it be not perfect, it is at least excellent. It unites in an eminent degree all the 40 
advantages, the union of which was to be wished for. 41 

It was desirable that the sense of the people should operate in the choice of the person to 42 
whom so important a trust was to be confided. This end will be answered by committing the 43 
right of making it, not to any pre-established body, but to men chosen by the people for the 44 
special purpose, and at the particular conjuncture. 45 

It was equally desirable, that the immediate election should be made by men most capable of 46 
analyzing the qualities adapted to the station, and acting under circumstances favorable to 47 
deliberation, and to a judicious combination of all the reasons and inducements which were 48 
proper to govern their choice. A small number of persons, selected by their fellow-citizens 49 
from the general mass, will be most likely to possess the information and discernment 50 
requisite to such complicated investigations. 51 

It was also peculiarly desirable to afford as little opportunity as possible to tumult and 52 
disorder. This evil was not least to be dreaded in the election of a magistrate, who was to 53 
have so important an agency in the administration of the government as the President of the 54 
United States. But the precautions which have been so happily concerted in the system under 55 
consideration, promise an effectual security against this mischief. The choice of SEVERAL, to 56 
form an intermediate body of electors, will be much less apt to convulse the community with 57 
any extraordinary or violent movements, than the choice of ONE who was himself to be the 58 
final object of the public wishes. And as the electors, chosen in each State, are to assemble 59 
and vote in the State in which they are chosen, this detached and divided situation will 60 
expose them much less to heats and ferments, which might be communicated from them to 61 
the people, than if they were all to be convened at one time, in one place. 62 

Nothing was more to be desired than that every practicable obstacle should be opposed to 63 
cabal, intrigue, and corruption. These most deadly adversaries of republican government 64 
might naturally have been expected to make their approaches from more than one quarter, 65 
but chiefly from the desire in foreign powers to gain an improper ascendant in our councils. 66 
How could they better gratify this, than by raising a creature of their own to the chief 67 
magistracy of the Union? But the convention have guarded against all danger of this sort, 68 
with the most provident and judicious attention. They have not made the appointment of the 69 
President to depend on any preexisting bodies of men, who might be tampered with 70 
beforehand to prostitute their votes; but they have referred it in the first instance to an 71 
immediate act of the people of America, to be exerted in the choice of persons for the 72 
temporary and sole purpose of making the appointment. And they have excluded from 73 
eligibility to this trust, all those who from situation might be suspected of too great devotion 74 
to the President in office. No senator, representative, or other person holding a place of trust 75 
or profit under the United States, can be of the numbers of the electors. Thus without 76 
corrupting the body of the people, the immediate agents in the election will at least enter 77 
upon the task free from any sinister bias. Their transient existence, and their detached 78 
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situation, already taken notice of, afford a satisfactory prospect of their continuing so, to the 79 
conclusion of it. The business of corruption, when it is to embrace so considerable a number 80 
of men, requires time as well as means. Nor would it be found easy suddenly to embark 81 
them, dispersed as they would be over thirteen States, in any combinations founded upon 82 
motives, which though they could not properly be denominated corrupt, might yet be of a 83 
nature to mislead them from their duty. 84 

Another and no less important desideratum was, that the Executive should be independent 85 
for his continuance in office on all but the people themselves. He might otherwise be 86 
tempted to sacrifice his duty to his complaisance for those whose favor was necessary to the 87 
duration of his official consequence. This advantage will also be secured, by making his re-88 
election to depend on a special body of representatives, deputed by the society for the single 89 
purpose of making the important choice. 90 

All these advantages will happily combine in the plan devised by the convention; which is, 91 
that the people of each State shall choose a number of persons as electors, equal to the 92 
number of senators and representatives of such State in the national government, who shall 93 
assemble within the State, and vote for some fit person as President. Their votes, thus given, 94 
are to be transmitted to the seat of the national government, and the person who may 95 
happen to have a majority of the whole number of votes will be the President. But as a 96 
majority of the votes might not always happen to centre in one man, and as it might be 97 
unsafe to permit less than a majority to be conclusive, it is provided that, in such a 98 
contingency, the House of Representatives shall select out of the candidates who shall have 99 
the five highest number of votes, the man who in their opinion may be best qualified for the 100 
office. 101 

The process of election affords a moral certainty, that the office of President will never fall to 102 
the lot of any man who is not in an eminent degree endowed with the requisite 103 
qualifications. Talents for low intrigue, and the little arts of popularity, may alone suffice to 104 
elevate a man to the first honors in a single State; but it will require other talents, and a 105 
different kind of merit, to establish him in the esteem and confidence of the whole Union, or 106 
of so considerable a portion of it as would be necessary to make him a successful candidate 107 
for the distinguished office of President of the United States. It will not be too strong to say, 108 
that there will be a constant probability of seeing the station filled by characters pre-eminent 109 
for ability and virtue. And this will be thought no inconsiderable recommendation of the 110 
Constitution, by those who are able to estimate the share which the executive in every 111 
government must necessarily have in its good or ill administration. Though we cannot 112 
acquiesce in the political heresy of the poet who says: "For forms of government let fools 113 
contest That which is best administered is best,'' yet we may safely pronounce, that the true 114 
test of a good government is its aptitude and tendency to produce a good administration. 115 
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The Vice-President is to be chosen in the same manner with the President; with this 116 
difference, that the Senate is to do, in respect to the former, what is to be done by the House 117 
of Representatives, in respect to the latter. 118 

The appointment of an extraordinary person, as Vice-President, has been objected to as 119 
superfluous, if not mischievous. It has been alleged, that it would have been preferable to 120 
have authorized the Senate to elect out of their own body an officer answering that 121 
description. But two considerations seem to justify the ideas of the convention in this 122 
respect. One is, that to secure at all times the possibility of a definite resolution of the body, 123 
it is necessary that the President should have only a casting vote. And to take the senator of 124 
any State from his seat as senator, to place him in that of President of the Senate, would be 125 
to exchange, in regard to the State from which he came, a constant for a contingent vote. The 126 
other consideration is, that as the Vice-President may occasionally become a substitute for 127 
the President, in the supreme executive magistracy, all the reasons which recommend the 128 
mode of election prescribed for the one, apply with great if not with equal force to the 129 
manner of appointing the other. It is remarkable that in this, as in most other instances, the 130 
objection which is made would lie against the constitution of this State. We have a 131 
Lieutenant-Governor, chosen by the people at large, who presides in the Senate, and is the 132 
constitutional substitute for the Governor, in casualties similar to those which would 133 
authorize the Vice-President to exercise the authorities and discharge the duties of the 134 
President. 135 

PUBLIUS. 136 

Document 3: AMENDMENT XII 137 
Passed by Congress December 9, 1803. Ratified June 15, 1804. 138 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states and vote by ballot for President and Vice-139 
President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with 140 
themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct 141 
ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons 142 
voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of 143 
votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the 144 
government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate; -- the President of 145 
the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the 146 
certificates and the votes shall then be counted; -- The person having the greatest number of 147 
votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the whole number 148 
of Electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the 149 
highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of 150 
Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the 151 
President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one 152 
vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the 153 
states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. [And if the House of 154 
Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon 155 
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them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as 156 
President, as in case of the death or other constitutional disability of the President. The 157 
person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if 158 
such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have 159 
a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-160 
President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of 161 
Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person 162 
constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President 163 
of the United States. 164 

Clause 4 165 
The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they 166 
shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States. 167 

Clause 5 168 
No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the 169 
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any 170 
Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, 171 
and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. 172 

Clause 6 173 
In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability 174 
to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice 175 
President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation 176 
or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as 177 
President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a 178 
President shall be elected. 179 

Article I, Section 4, of the Constitution was modified by section 2 of the Twentieth 180 
Amendment. In addition, a portion of the 12th amendment was superseded by section 3. 181 

AMENDMENT XX 182 
Passed by Congress March 2, 1932. Ratified January 23, 1933. 183 

Section 1. 184 
The terms of the President and the Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of 185 
January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of 186 
the years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the 187 
terms of their successors shall then begin. 188 

Section 2. 189 
The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon 190 
on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 191 

Section 3. 192 
If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect shall 193 
have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been 194 
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chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have 195 
failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall 196 
have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President 197 
elect nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, 198 
or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act 199 
accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified. 200 

Document 3: AMENDMENT XXII 201 
Passed by Congress March 21, 1947. Ratified February 27, 1951. 202 

Section 1. 203 
No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no person who 204 
has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two years of a term to 205 
which some other person was elected President shall be elected to the office of the President 206 
more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President 207 
when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may 208 
be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within which this 209 
Article becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as President during 210 
the remainder of such term. 211 

Section 2. 212 
This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the 213 
Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from 214 
the date of its submission to the States by the Congress. 215 

AMENDMENT XXIII 216 
Passed by Congress June 16, 1960. Ratified March 29, 1961. 217 

Section 1. 218 
The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint in such 219 
manner as the Congress may direct: 220 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators 221 
and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but 222 
in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed 223 
by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and 224 
Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District and 225 
perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article of amendment. 226 

 227 

Document  228 

State Total D events R events Electoral votes Population 2010 
Florida 71 36 35 29 18,900,773 
North Carolina 55 24 31 15 9,565,781 
Pennsylvania 54 26 28 20 12,734,905 
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Ohio 48 18 30 18 11,568,495 
Virginia 23 5 18 13 8,037,736 
Michigan 22 8 14 16 9,911,626 
Iowa 21 7 14 6 3,053,787 
New Hampshire 21 6 15 4 1,321,445 
Colorado 19 3 16 9 5,044,930 
Nevada 17 8 9 6 2,709,432 
Wisconsin 14 5 9 10 5,698,230 
Arizona 10 3 7 11 6,412,700 
Georgia 3   3 16 9,727,566 
Maine  3   3 4 1,333,074 
New Mexico 3   3 5 2,067,273 
Indiana 2   2 11 6,501,582 
Minnesota 2   2 10 5,314,879 
Missouri 2   2 10 6,011,478 
Nebraska 2 1 1 5 1,831,825 
California 1   1 55 37,341,989 
Connecticut 1   1 7 3,581,628 
Illinois 1 1   20 12,864,380 
Mississippi 1   1 6 2,978,240 
Texas 1   1 38 25,268,418 
Utah 1   1 6 2,770,765 
Washington 1   1 12 6,753,369 
Alabama 0     9 4,802,982 
Alaska 0     3 721,523 
Arkansas 0     6 2,926,229 
Delaware 0     3 900,877 
District of 
Columbia 0     3 601,723 
Hawaii 0     4 1,366,862 
Idaho 0     4 1,573,499 
Kansas 0     6 2,863,813 
Kentucky 0     8 4,350,606 
Louisiana 0     8 4,553,962 
Maryland 0     10 5,789,929 
Massachusetts 0     11 6,559,644 
Montana 0     3 994,416 
New Jersey 0     14 8,807,501 
New York 0     29 19,421,055 
North Dakota 0     3 675,905 
      
Oklahoma 0     7 3,764,882 
Oregon 0     7 3,848,606 
Rhode Island 0     4 1,055,247 
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South Carolina 0     9 4,645,975 
South Dakota 0     3 819,761 
Tennessee 0     11 6,375,431 
Vermont 0     3 630,337 
West Virginia 0     5 1,859,815 
Wyoming 0     3 568,300 
Total 399 151 248 538 309,785,186 
  229 

 230 
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